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Over the eenturies. many ol the medieval abbevs seallered ameng the ancient
vilages of Provence have been ransformed into fine country hemes. The esialé known as Peredon, a
former Cistercian abbey founded in 1205, i just one such example of adapliation and survival.

Today the well-preserved chapel s nearly all that remains of the onginal Abbaye Sainte-Marie de
Pierredon, although the eight-bedroom house was constructed on early foundations in about 1802, Trus
magical preserve of 1,600 acres of forest, vineyards, goot pastures and beehives i hidden in a secref

valley. After o hwo-mile drive along a dusty couniry road thot passes through fields of lovender, one sees

the top of a bell tower and comes o an alleée of mojestic old plane frees thatl leads to the chapel walls.

“For us, this project was quite an achievement.” says the Italion owner. Lorenzo Pellicioli. He and his
wife, Mararosa, had vacationed in the region for vears and decided that their dream retreat would be
a vineyard near the seq. "The idea was to plan ahead for refirement, allowing time for the vines and an
organic farm to malure,” he says. “We didn't find anylhing we Eked of the coast, so we decided 1o look

inland. We sow Chateouw Miraval, which was lofer bought by Brad Pitt, but then we come 1o Piemedon.

Although it was miles from the sea, Moriarosa said 1o me, ‘This is it Two days later, we made an offer.”
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An inital cholangs was [0 move he uremoressive anfronce roule
from the soulh of the proparty 10 the nodth, theraby uliliong the notwa
argama of ha lanioops. Thé new ioule G50 provided porfec! Lol
for bwo sculphures from the ownery' collecion: a red flower pisce by
Migual Chavaler ond o twisled banch-lng work by Mo NUCera

In the 19504 the orfn! Jean Martin-Roch. o Ihend of Picasso and Brmast
Heémingway. ad cong consdernabie repor work on Memadon, but
the house sl hod no lorge primarny iving spoces, just a seres of sma
rooms typical of old farmhousas. Walls were removed fo creale alarge
rving rcom and on adiocent voulled dining room. A focal poaint wo
creaied in the Iving room by indloling o Lolouwrcada-datignad shona
firgploce sumound, whilé warm-fonad Vico Magisirelli valval solos
Oiorgetti fobles ond o rug from De Padovo establish o syrmmeiricol
seating areg. One woll s delined by meiol bookshelves from Vilsoe. In
neé drang foom, Spcdvanad chars fdm De Padova complement o
ciassic French Enen tablecioth: the crystal chandeler and candelabro
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“"We wanled an absolutely genuine Provengal manor housa, but

wa're not 'old chateow’ people,” says Lorenzo. “We ke a mix of
Italion and Scandinavion design. clean and uncluttered.” Throughout
the house, floors, windows, shutters and doors were either repaired or
replaced using traditional materials. In the kitchen, the oldest part of
tne Rouse, Arme Jacobsen copper pendant Bghts lend a midcantury
touch 1o the venerable space. The architecis converied Jeoan Martin-
Eoch's art studio into the master bedroom and cok-floored baoth,
choosing o 19505 Marta Maas-Fiettersirom g for the bedroom floor
and contempoerary Catellani & Smith wall kights for the bath. They also
corved out space for another four boths aond o sizeable office. "We
incorporated modem technology for modem living,” says Alexandre
Lafourcade. "lt's perfectly occessible, bul complately hidden.”

There remains something otherwordly about Piemedon. Nature is
always close ot hand, ond the oir s scented with herbs, The silence,
broken only by the genile frickle of woler in the courtyard fountains,
allows for contemplation. “wWe've lived all over Ewrope and the United
States,” says Lorenzo Pellicioli. “but there is nowhere guite like this."m
archifecture-lofouwrcade.com
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Ina secluded valley in the Alpilles reglon of
Provence, a bench sculpture by Marc Nigera
- overlooks an qijfzhm‘d on a vineyard estate - .
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